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multiple sticks to goaltending questions WINGS, DUCKS: The western-most teams of the
top 10 in the NHL standings prior to the All-Star break take on each other Thursday night
in Denver. A lot can happen over the next five days, however, given the way these NHL
teams have been playing lately. (Yes, this weekend was supposed to be a rest week.) The
Western Conference got a lot of ground covered this week between teams playing in the
Central Division, which took an 8-6-0 record into the break in their chase of the fourth and
fifth playoff spots. The East has a stranglehold on that divisional spot, with only the
Pittsburgh Penguins and Columbus Blue Jackets — the latter, it should be noted, is a terrible
team in any sport — as teams currently holding the East’s final playoff spots. If the
defending champion Chicago Blackhawks fall back in the standings, it’s because they are
playing the worst hockey of any team in the NHL right now. They have lost six games in a
row to drop from seventh to 10th in the Western Conference. Chicago has scored one goal
over those six games. The struggles don’t end there, as head coach Joel Quenneville has had
to switch defenders four times in six games and is employing backup Antoine Vermette in
his own end at times. The Panthers have won twice in the last four games and are third in
the Central, six points up on the fourth-place Blackhawks. Florida’s offense is only slightly
above Chicago’s, though, as it has scored only 20 goals in those six games, well below the
Blackhawks’ 24. Panther goalie Al Montoya was named the most improved goalie in the
league at the All-Star Game last weekend, and has stopped 97 percent of the shots he’s
faced in his last seven starts. Meanwhile, the Anaheim Ducks have won four in a row and
are in sixth place in the conference, one point ahead of the Dallas Stars, also on a 4-1
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