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12 years Follow RT on The court has sentenced former Brazilian president Fernando Collor de Mello to 12 years in prison for corruption and usurped power in the country. The decision was made by the two-judge panel, composed of Alvaro de Almeida, from the 10th floor of the same courthouse where Collor was tried. Collor is the only former Latin

American leader to have been convicted of corruption. “We were born in a democracy, and we always have the right to a trial that is just and independent,” Collor's lawyer, Juarez Leal, said. “From now on, we will be monitoring the fight for truth and the system of justice in Brazil.” Collor was found guilty of corruption, money laundering and usurping
power. He resigned from office on the day the trial began, saying “It is my decision, but it is the responsibility of others.”One of the most important decision by the judiciary in the country happened a few weeks ago – when a special court found former president Carlos Alberto Brilhante Ustra, who was charged with torturing thousands of Brazilians

during the dictatorship, guilty of crimes against humanity. The decision had to be ratified by the supreme court.Not as important as the Brilhante case, however, is the trial of Brazil's first president, Pedro II, who served as ruler of the country from 1889 until his death in 1922.In 1889, the monarchy was abolished by royal decree, and in order to
create a republic, a committee was appointed to govern the country. The government was chaired by an interim president, and three days later, at the age of 43, Pedro was elected as the country's first and only president. A month later, Pedro passed away, and Brazil declared itself a republic. The post of president was abolished. Despite being the

first president, he has never been convicted of corruption. According to Brazil's Constituition, the country's leaders had to be admitted to be presidents by “two-thirds of the total number of inhabitants.” And that is exactly what happened., Providence RI
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