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The Kindle version of The Book Of Dust comes with an exclusive bonus audio-book version
read by the author, Philip Pullman, and an enhanced interactive children's version of La Belle
Sauvage including a new game, interactive journal, themes to colour and a behind-the-
scenes book with La Belle Sauvage illustrator lan Brightwell. The film's producers decided,
for a very different reason, to strip The Golden Compass of its original source material.
Pullman said the film's version lacked the Easter message of the book, the focus being the
character of Asriel instead. While he didn't like this change, it was clearly in the spirit of The
Golden Compass since it seemed to be an unwillingness on the part of the producers to let a
good story go to waste. The budget of the book is $8.5 million. The film's budget is over
twice that and in the year 2006 US$50 million has been spent worldwide on the latest
instalment of The Golden Compass alone. | saw the first book. And as soon as the show
ended and | left the theatre | said: I'm never doing this again, and I'm never working with
you again. It's really bad. It's really bad, just bad.... It was a very distressing experience
because | just felt it was way beyond what's called acceptable children's entertainment. To
make it worse, it was a show set in our own world, set in Oxford, and they were showing it to
kids. And they were confusing the audience. It's a sort of nasty way of confusing young
children. As a publisher, | have always had a knack for introducing books to people with
whom | don't normally have contact. In the case of The Golden Compass, we had readers
with no direct connection with the project, and when they read the books they were
absolutely delighted, while the movie received a great deal of local criticism, especially
because the film paid less respect to the source material than the book did.
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