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eddie krieger of the doors claims to have invented the term "soul music." the term
refers to songs that are expressed through the emotions of the singer. the same
could be said for alicia keys. when she sings, she gives us the feeling of the songs
as they are told to her, through her. keys soul isn t about sexy, funky, pop funk.
keys soul is raw, tough, and hard, and she gets under your skin with her matter-of-
fact delivery. keys soul is that thing that makes the difference between a song that
takes your breath away, and a song that makes you reach for a beer. this review
was made possible by vinyl vibes music e-book. this is the first time ive ever
reviewed a digital product. in fact, when i was asked to give this e-book a review i
was a little skeptical. after all, ive reviewed hundreds of cd, vinyl and dvd products
over the years, but it wasnt until i began reading this e-book that i realized just how
different a digital product can be. ive reviewed numerous e-books before, but the
difference in this one is that the sound of the book is both a testament to the quality
of the product itself and an integral part of the review. the sound of the book itself
is quite good. it is, in fact, very reminiscent of the sound of a cd or vinyl alobum. the
music selections are centered on r&b and soul music. the first half of the book
features a variety of artists and songs, and the second half is a cd sampler that
includes songs from keys and other artists. alicia is the best record that keys has
made since the element of freedom, a fact that says something about the passage
of time. in the span of a single year, keys has matured from the r&b prodigy who
dabbled in pop to a singer who can comfortably make a convincing album of pop
tunes. she's comfortable with herself, and is in a position to command the resources
necessary to make that sound convincing. the folkie-inflected alicia is gorgeous, and
the reality is that we have probably heard this type of thing before: before tapestry
and the element of freedom, there were mystery of love and songs in a minor. thats
not to say that these songs are unoriginal or that keys doesnt deserve the credit
she has earned. just that its a sound that we have heard many times before. but
there is something new and powerful about what keys is doing, and about what she
is saying, that makes it worthwhile to hear again.
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