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handover of the city to China has seen the emergence of a new generation of young activists pushing
for democracy and independence. Photo: Joshua Wong The Hong Kong government is preparing a
lavish state banquet in Beijing next week for city leaders, and top officials will meet with officials
from the mainland on Thursday to discuss the city's political situation. The last time the two sides
held talks, in July, mainland officials indicated to the International Monetary Fund and other global
stakeholders that the city should address social problems before it seeks a more responsible
relationship with Beijing. And for the first time the movement that sparked the 1989 Tiananmen
Square protests a decade ago will hold a protest on July 1, when the anniversary of the handover of
Hong Kong to China is observed. Activists will demand that the government of the People's Republic
of China and the city's Beijing-appointed chief executive, Carrie Lam, carry out democratic reforms
and reverse the loss of civil liberties promised to Hong Kong when the city returned to China in
1997. Protesters aim to play a role in the mainland's semiannual meeting with city leaders, but they
have been barred from the city's legislature and courts, which are firmly under Beijing's control. The
31-year-old separatist Hong Kong National Party has called for an independent Hong Kong. It has
also demanded the use of the English and Arabic languages, and the release of political prisoners,
among other demands. "The protest centred on the territory's future and the future of Hong Kong's
residents," Hong Kong National Party chairman Winston Lo said. "We want a united, independent
and democratic Hong Kong." Lo, who also serves as the party's spokeswoman, said the party would
march in a demonstration on July 1 "to stand up for what we have been calling for," to offer a
personal response to the People's Republic of China. "The People's Republic of China is claiming that
we are terrorists. It's only appropriate to answer this provocation with a provocation of our own,"
she said. A Chinese security guard watches as activists from the Hong Kong National f988f36e3a
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