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outlines for all sections of the U.S. Constitution.The Sixth Amendment guarantees the
right to counsel as a basic right. attorneys for a criminal defendant's right to
compulsory process, and subpoena. At the center of this constitutional right is the
indigent defendant's right. to a fair and accurate trial. In order to ensure that an
indigent defendant receives a fair trial, and to protect both the due process rights and
the Sixth Amendment rights of the. defendant, the Supreme Court has deemed the
following procedures are constitutionally required. indigent defendant's right to a free
transcript for appeal, he has the right to free counsel for. one appeal. In 1962. Justice
White of the Supreme Court declared. that the Sixth Amendment does indeed
guarantee indigent. defendants the right to appointed counsel on first appeal as a
matter. of right.. right to a transcript. The Court first addressed the issue of whether
the Sixth Amendment guarantees. a defendant the right to a transcript. For the next
several years the Supreme Court addressed the question of whether the. Sixth
Amendment guarantees a right to the assistance of counsel to. defend one's-self. See,
Faretta, 422 U.S. at. 836, 95 S.Ct. at. 2541. In 1983. the Court rejected an indigent
defendant's argument that his right to a trial. constituted a denial of due process and
equal protection because under state. law. a trial was held in the absence of an
attorney. However, in many states, constitutional. protections ensure the right to
counsel for. defendants, and the right of an indigent defendant to a. free transcript on
appeal. The Court then decided the question of whether. the Sixth Amendment is
violated when trial is held without counsel. In 1961. the Court held that. there was no
requirement that an indigent defendant have counsel present. during the actual trial.
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Id. at. 832, 95 S.Ct. at. 2539. Instead, the Court held that a state. cannot deprive an
indigent criminal defendant of his right to a fair. trial by denying an indigent
defendant the means to employ. counsel. [Citations omitted.] Since the right to an.
appeal does not include the right to an adequate transcript, an indigent.
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